Falkland Elementary School
P.0. Box 10, Falkland, BC V0E 1W0
5732 Tuktakamin Road
Phone: (250) 379-2320
Fax: (250) 804-7785
Email: fal@sd83.bc.ca
Principal: Shelly Cull
Follow us: www.facebook.com/pages/Falkland-Elementary/264923487025152

Wednesday, March 7th

Newsletter #7

Principal’s Message
Dear Parents and Guardians:
This time last year students were enjoying their recess, lunch and after school play on a playground of grass.
Maybe we will see our grassy field and other signs of Spring emerge when we return from Spring Break on
Tuesday, April 3rd. Remember the last day of school is on Friday, March 16th. On this day, March 16th, we
will have a celebration assembly at 8:45 am.
I would like to take this opportunity to remind you that with our new report card format that we have been
piloting, our reporting out schedule has changed. The reporting conferences that recently took place in
February are in place of the traditional formal written report card that typically gets sent home just before
Spring Break. As always, I encourage you to please contact your child’s teacher sooner than later if you
have any questions related to their progress or educational programming. The next informal report typically
is a student led conference held in late April or early May. This is a great opportunity to see firsthand some
of your child’s accomplishments and evidence of learning.
We have a new website. Please check it out to keep informed of the learning, activities, and upcoming
events occurring at our school.
Please remember to check out the following to keep up with the happenings at Falkland School:
1. School website: www.fal.sd83.bc.ca
2. Like and follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/pages/FalklandElementary/264923487025152
3. Email: Newsletters and reminders are emailed home. If your email address has changed
recently, be sure to contact Janet at the office to update our records. Thank you! If you would
like a paper copy, please contact Janet at the office to add you to our list.
As always, I welcome your thoughts, questions, suggestions or any concerns regarding all aspects of
Falkland Elementary School. I invite you to call if something is on your mind, however big or small you
feel it is. It provides an opportunity to better understand each other.

Mrs. Cull 
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News from PAC
If you would like to help out, please contact our very friendly president, Jodie Gillman at 250-540-6762 or
Vice president, Jen Hurren 250-550-4662. Many hands make light work. PAC is a wonderful way to be
involved in making this the best school possible for our children. 
The next PAC meeting will be TODAY, Wednesday, March 7th at 2:30 pm in Room 29, the
StrongStart room. Babysitting is provided so parents can attend the meeting. The following PAC
meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, April 11th. Same time. Same place.
Our NEXT HOT LUNCH is on Wednesday, March 14th. On the menu is Spaghetti YUM! Thanks to
Karroll Brosnan, our PAC hot lunch coordinator, and her team for her their hard work. Upcoming Hot
Lunch Days in April are April 11th and 25th. If you are interested in helping out please contact Karoll at
250–938–4096.
Our NEXT POPCORN day is on Friday, April 6th. An order form can be obtained from the office if you
haven’t already placed your order on the pre order form.
Movie Night is on Friday, March 9th.
All children from the community are
welcome to attend IF accompanied by a
supervising adult. This helps to make
the movie experience a positive one for
everyone.
A big THANK YOU to PAC for the
recent purchases for Falkland students.
A big thank you also to the strong
community support of our fundraising
initiatives that enable these purchases.
We are grateful to have a new bench in
our gymnasium, a school mascot (on its
way), transportation for our Winter rec
and swimming at Vernon Rec Centre
(June), as well as gymnastics in May.
Upcoming fundraiser – Please keep
your bottles and cans for the bottle
drive PAC is currently planning for
after the May long/Stampede weekend
Sunday, May 27th. Thanks Yvonne
Logan for taking this big job on. If you
can help, please contact Jodie Gillman
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Sports at Falkland Elementary
A huge thank you to Coach Clarke (teacher) and Coach Gingras (parent volunteer) for coaching the
Basketball Ball teams this year. Although a relatively short season, both coaches have communicated
exceptional growth in skill and strong sense of team that has developed in our players. Zones are
scheduled on Wednesday, March 5th for the boys, and Thursday, March 8th for the girls. Best of luck to
you all! Go Wolves Go!

Forest School
Recently, our primary students in Mrs. Richoux and Mrs. McAfee’s
class took part in another Forest School afternoon on Friday, March
2nd. They have another one planned on Friday, March 9th. This
experience beyond the classroom has provided for some rich
learning. A huge thank you to Ms. Richoux who has taken the lead
on this school wide project. Also a big thank you to Leon Leclerc
from Falkland Tank Services for the generous donation of a portapotty for use during our visits to the forest.
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School Mascot
Thanks to the generosity of our school community with our fundraising
efforts, PAC has approved the purchase of a school mascot to build
school spirit. We are excited about it arriving and will be starting to
generate ideas for names.

Student Learning Survey
During the month of April, School District No. 83 is participating in the
2017 Ministry of Education Electronic Student Learning Survey Project
in cooperation with all other school districts throughout the Province.
Parents/Guardians can complete the Internet Electronic Surveys any time before midnight April 27th,
2018, providing immediate results to the school and the district.
For 2017: Students currently in Grades 4, 7, 10 and 12 complete the survey; Parents/Guardians of Grade
4, 7, 10 and 12 students complete the survey; and all Staff associated with a School complete the survey.
Schools may survey other grade levels after finishing the grades above.
To complete the survey:
1. Go to any computer that has an up-to-date internet browser access at home, work, or school. Go to
www.bced.gov.bc.ca/sat_survey/access.htm
2. Find the direct access option to select School District No. 83 and then Falkand School.
3. Complete the survey by clicking on the “radio buttons” for each question. Move to the next set of
questions by clicking on NEXT in the bottom right corner of the screen.
4. When you are finished the survey you will get a message “Thank you for sharing your views”.
5. If you feel you made a mistake, repeat the procedure above.
6. Once complete, your school will have the results immediately.
While this survey is intended for parents of students currently in grades 4, 7, 10, and 12, all parents are
able to share to share their views. Please print your child’s name and sign and date the bottom of this
letter indicating that you have completed the survey.
Thank you for participating in this project. If you need more information or would like to see the results
for the District or your school, consult with your school principal.
............................................................................................................................................................

Student Name: ______________________________________
Parent Signature: ____________________________________
Date: ______________________________________________
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School Goals for 2017-2018
GOAL #1:
To enhance our students’ sense of social/emotional engagement (participation in the life of the school) by
continuing to focus specifically on Contributing to Classroom and School Community, and Solving Problems
In Peaceful Ways.
RATIONALE:
Our goal is for students to be respectful, responsible and safe. Keeping students positively engaged, where our
older students are involved in leadership opportunities with our younger students helps to create a community feel.
Helping students develop in their ability to resolve conflicts (solve problems) is important for their future success.
Our staff is committed to using the principles of Restitution school-wide in helping students with conflict resolution
while at the same time involving pre-teaching and positive reinforcement of expected behaviours. Our school
beliefs (Be Respectful, Be Responsible, Be Safe) are well known by all students. We continue to focus on
reinforcing these beliefs in a variety of ways and individual class beliefs are developed. Class meetings have
provided a wonderful avenue to support students in developing an understanding of what socially responsible
behaviour looks like, sounds like and feels like at school and solution finding.
GOAL #2:
To enhance students’ academic engagement (participation in the requirements for school success) by
improving Numeracy while continuing to monitor progress levels in reading.
RATIONALE:
Our goal is for students to become more numerate. We want students to acquire a stronger sense of number and
develop the confidence to problem solve flexibly with accuracy. We have been focusing on reading for a number of
years at Falkland and feel a sense of urgency, given the District data and with the implementation of the renewed
curriculum, to improve numeracy for all students. With the renewed curriculum and its emphasis on numeracy and
a deeper level of understanding beyond procedural, looked more carefully into the data we collect from the
Vancouver Island Diagnostic Assessment.
GOAL #3
To enhance students’ intellectual engagement (participation in learning with serious psychological and
cognitive investment in learning) by making learning more visible.
RATIONALE:
We wish to develop practices in our classrooms and teaching to promote student engagement and opportunities for
deeper level thinking about their learning. Keeping aligned with the renewed curriculum and the implementation of
Core Competencies, focusing on process rather than product. Representatives from our staff attended a John Hattie
conference in early July 2017 on Visible Learning Strategies. Some of those said to have the biggest impact on
achievement include: incorporating opportunities for Student Voice, becoming Assessment Capable Learners,
building in Success Criteria (ie. co-created rubrics, exemplars, and learning intentions), Feedback that make
learning more obtainable, Metacognitive strategies (ie. growth mindset).

Our School Growth Plan in its entirety can be accessed on our website: http:www.fal.sd83.bc.ca under the
School Info tab.
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Dress Code
Given that Spring is right around the corner and in anticipation of warmer weather, please keep in mind
our dress code as you prepare for your child’s spring/summer attire.
The North Okanagan-Shuswap School District expects all students to dress in a respectful manner which is
appropriate and conducive to a positive as well as safe learning environment.
Appropriate dress is considered to be that which:
•
•
•
•

Is safe and respectful of self and others;
Is free of any reference which promotes alcohol, drugs, gangs, hate, obscenity, profanity,
racism/discrimination, sex and/or violence;
Is not disturbing or distracting to others within the school setting;
Is similar to office or retail workplace attire.

At Falkland School appropriate coverage is expected. Students wearing clothing which is too revealing
including bare backs, bare midriffs, spaghetti straps, plunging necklines or muscle shirts with large arm
openings will be asked to wear something more appropriate, or be given something to wear. Underwear
needs to be under your outerwear, and therefore, should not be visible. Footwear must be worn at all
times. Inside shoes are mandatory for all students to be sure our school stays clean.
Our expectation is that hats and hoods be removed once students enter the building. Hats and hoods may
be worn during breaks and lunches while outside. Students who violate this expectation may have the hat
confiscated and held in the office until the end of the day. In conclusion…please, Dress For Success. 

A reminder about SAFE student drop off and pick up
WALKING: Students are expected to enter and leave the school grounds by using the openings in our
chain linked fence. Please DO NOT have your child enter using the parking lot gate at any time. This is
for vehicles ONLY. Students are expected to use pathways and avoid walking through the parking lot.
BIKES: Students are expected to dismount their bikes at the openings in our chain linked fence and walk
their bikes along the pathways directly to the bike lock up area. Please DO NOT have your child enter
using the parking lot gate at any time. This is for vehicles ONLY. Helmets must be worn. Students are
not allowed to ride their bikes on school grounds during the school day. After hours, please refrain from
riding bikes in the parking lot when vehicles are present.
BY VEHICLE: Due to increase in staff and limited parking, it is encouraged that parents drop their
children off on the school side of Tuktakamin Road. They are expected to enter the school grounds
immediately using the openings in our chain linked fence. Please DO NOT have your child enter using
the parking lot gate at any time. This is for vehicles ONLY.
Thank you for assisting your child with these expectations for safety. 
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Lost and Found
Please have a look at our lost and found pile before the break. At the end of the day on Friday, March 16th,
these items will be taken to the thrift store. These photos are just some of the items that are needing to
find their owners.

Explorations
Falkland School is very fortunate to have such wonderful support of our community to support
explorations programming for students in grades 6, 7, and 8. In first term, in addition to Visual Art with
Ms. Houston, we offered Foods with the volunteer support of Jay Bennett from the Ranch Restaurant and
in second term, in addition to Drama with Mr. Clarke, we offered textiles with the volunteer support of
Becka Buckley. Next term, Mrs. Cull and guest instructor Sidney Cummings, previous PVSS student,
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will be providing dance instruction. We are excited to have Sidney teach our students hip hop and jazz.
In addition to Dance, Mr. Clarke will be working with students on ADST curriculum utilizing our new 3D
printer from the district.

Next year – enrolment
It is never too early to start planning for the school year ahead. If you know of a family moving to the
area, please encourage them to contact the school as soon as possible to start the registration process. If
you are planning to not attend our school next year, the earlier we are aware of that information, the better
so we can be more certain about our class figuration. This helps us get into assigned classes earlier and
prevents last minute moves.

Celebration Assembly – Friday, March 16th 8:45am
On Friday, March 16th at 8:45, we will be having a celebration assembly. Due to the changes in our report
card schedule, that is part of our new report card process pilot project, there will not be individual
recognition awards like effort list, honour roll, and principals list as these typically have been associated
with the traditional formal end of term written report card (end of December, March and June). With the
parent/STUDENT/teacher conference replacing the March written report card as the second formal report,
our next report will be the informal one in late April or start of May (usually student led conferences) and
the final formal report at the end of June.

Reporting Student Progress 2017-2018
This is the information that was published in the December 2017 newsletter:
Timeline for Reporting Student Progress to Parents
OCTOBER 23 – 27 - Interim reports (informal report #1)
DECEMBER 20 - Written Report sent home (formal report #1)
FEBRUARY 8 - Reporting Conferences (parent/student/teacher) with early dismissal at
11:45 am (formal report #2)
APRIL - Interim reports through Student Led Conferences (informal report #2)
JUNE 28 - Written Final Report sent home (formal report #3)
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Important Dates (please update your calendars)
Please take note of the upcoming events and record them in your calendars. Please also check out our
school Facebook Page and our school website as these are updated on a regular basis as well. The
student planner is another great reference for parents to find out about the upcoming events in your
child’s classroom.
Mon., Mar. 12
Tues., Mar. 13
Wed., Mar. 14
Fri., Mar. 16

Sat., Mar. 17
through Mon., Apr. 2
Tues., Apr. 3
Fri., Apr. 6
Mon., Apr. 9
Tues., Apr. 10
Wed. Apr. 11
Thurs., Apr. 12
Mon., Apr. 16
Tues., Apr. 17
Mon., Apr. 23
Tues., Apr. 24
Wed. Apr. 25
Thurs., Apr. 26
Fri., Apr. 27
Mon., Apr. 30
Wed., May 2
Thurs., May 3
Fri., May 4
Mon., May 7
Tues., May 8
Wed., May 9
Mon., May 14
Tues., May 15
Wed., May 16
Thurs., May 17

Fri., May 18
Mon., May 21
Tues., May 22

Explorations Gr. 6, 7, 8 – Term 2 Session 10 Textiles and Drama
Div. 4 visit to Regional Library 12:30 – 1:30
PAC Hot Lunch
Leadership Spirit Day – GREEN DAY
Term End Assembly 8:45
Last Day before Spring Break
SPRING BREAK – schools are closed; students do not attend
School Reopens – first day back after Spring Break
No StrongStart – facilitator meeting
POPCORN DAY
Explorations Gr. 6, 7, 8 – Term 3 Session 1 ADST 3D Printer and Dance
Grape Tomatoes and Milk delivered
PAC Meeting, Rm. 29, 2:30 pm
PAC Hot Lunch
Leadership Spirit Day – BOOK CHARACTER DAY
Explorations Gr. 6, 7, 8 – Term 3 Session 2 ADST 3D Printer and Dance
Div. 2 visit to Regional Library 12:45 – 1:45
Explorations Gr. 6, 7, 8 – Term 3 Session 3 ADST 3D Printer and Dance
Cultural Performance – Speed Control – 1:30
Mini Peppers and Milk delivered
PAC Hot Lunch
Leadership Spirit Day – SUPER HERO DAY
Pro D Day – students do not attend school
Explorations Gr. 6, 7, 8 – Term 3 Session 4 ADST 3D Printer and Dance
PAC Meeting, Rm. 29, 2:30 pm
Cultural Performance – Aix Theatre Company – 8:30
Leadership Spirit Day – CRAZY HAIR DAY
POPCORN DAY
Explorations Gr. 6, 7, 8 – Term 3 Session 5 ADST 3D Printer and Dance
Music Monday
Gymnastics (schedule to be announced)
Mini Cucumbers and Milk delivered
Gymnastics (schedule to be announced)
PAC Hot Lunch
Explorations Gr. 6, 7, 8 – Term 3 Session 6 ADST 3D Printer and Dance
Class Photos – Image Studios
Gymnastics (schedule to be announced)
Gymnastics (schedule to be announced)
Leadership Spirit Day – COWBOY/COWGIRL DAY
PAC Pancake Breakfast
Rodeo Visit (tentative)
Pro D Day – students do not attend school
Victoria Day stat holiday – students do not attend school
Gymnastics (schedule to be announced)
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Wed., May 23
Mon., May 28
Tues., May 29

Sun., May 27
Thurs., May 31
Fri., June 1
Mon., June 4
Tues., June 5
Wed., June 6
Thurs., June 7
Mon., June 11
Tues., June 12
Wed., June 13
Thurs., June 14
Mon., June 18
Tues., June 19
Wed., June 20
Thurs., June 21
Tues., June 26
Wed., June 27
Thurs., June 28
Fri., June 29

Gymnastics (schedule to be announced)
PAC Hot Lunch
Explorations Gr. 6, 7, 8 – Term 3 Session 7 ADST 3D Printer and Dance
Swimming Div. 5, 4, 3 – Vernon Rec Centre; bus leaves 8:30 returns 11:30
Div 4 visit to Regional Library 12:45 – 1:45
Heirloom Tomatoes and Milk delivered
Bottle Drive at Falkland School (PAC)
Swimming Div. 5, 4, 3 – Vernon Rec Centre; bus leaves 8:30 returns 11:30
POPCORN DAY
Explorations Gr. 6, 7, 8 – Term 3 Session 8 ADST 3D Printer and Dance
Swimming Div. 5, 4, 3 – Vernon Rec Centre; bus leaves 8:30 returns 11:30
PAC Meeting, Rm. 29, 2:30 pm
Parent/Volunteer Appreciation Tea – TENTATIVE
Leadership Spirit Day – 80’s DAY
Swimming Div. 5, 4, 3 – Vernon Rec Centre; bus leaves 8:30 returns 11:30
Explorations Gr. 6, 7, 8 – Term 3 Session 9 ADST 3D Printer and Dance
Swimming Div. 5, 4, 3 – Vernon Rec Centre; bus leaves 8:30 returns 11:30
PAC Hot Lunch
Swimming Div. 5, 4, 3 – Vernon Rec Centre; bus leaves 8:30 returns 11:30
Explorations Gr. 6, 7, 8 – Term 3 Session 10 ADST 3D Printer and Dance
Div. 1 Year-End Field Trip
Swimming Div. 5, 4, 3 – Vernon Rec Centre; bus leaves 8:30 returns 11:30
Whole School at Atlantis Waterslides – bus leaves 8:30 returns 2:10
Swimming Div. 5, 4, 3 – Vernon Rec Centre, bus leaves 8:30 returns 11:30
Last Day for StrongStart
Div 4 visit to Regional Library 12:45 – 1:45
FUN DAY – schedule to be announced
Last Day for Students – early dismissal at 10:15
Last Day for Teachers
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